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direst necessity, wrote to the Intendant, who did not
bestir himself the least in the world. In this pressing
danger of a murderous famine, the members assembled
to debate upon the course to adopt. Nothing was said
or done more than was necessary, and all with infinite
discretion, yet the King was no sooner informed of it
than he grew extremely irritated. He sent a severe rep-
rimand to this Parliament; prohibited it from meddling
again in the matter; and ordered the President, who had
conducted the assembly, to come at once to Court to
explain his conduct. He came, and but for the interven-
tion of M. le Due would have been deprived of his
post, irreproachable as his conduct had been. He received
a sharp scolding from the King, and was then allowed
to depart. At the end of a few weeks he returned to
Dijon, where it had been resolved to receive him in tri-
umph ; but, like a wise and experienced man, he shunned
these attentions, arranging so that he arrived at Dijon
at four o'clock in the morning. The other Parliaments,
with these examples before them, were afraid to act,
and allowed the Intendants and their emissaries to have
it all their own way. It was at this time that those
commissioners were appointed, to whom I have already
alluded, who acted under the authority of the Intendants,
and without dependence of any kind upon the Parlia-
ments. True, a court of appeal against their decisions
was established, but it was a mere mockery. The mem-
bers who composed it did not set out to fulfill their
duties until three months after having been appointed.
Then, matters had been so arranged that they received
no appeals, and found no cases to judge. All this dark
work remained, therefore, in the hands of D'Argenson
and the Intendants, and it continued to be done with the
same harshness as ever.

Without passing a more definite judgment on those
who invented and profited by this scheme, it may be
said that there has scarcely been a century which has
produced one more mysterious, more daring, better ar-
ranged, and resulting in an oppression so enduring, so
sure, so cruel. The sums it produced were innumerable;
and innumerable were the people who died literally of